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DETAILED ACTION 



Priority 

1. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S. C. 119(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Specification 

2. Claims 15-20 are objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c), as being of improper dependent 
form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is required to 
cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper dependent form, or 
rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. Claim 15 is dependent from claim 15, therefore is of 
improper dependent form. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. Claim 15 is dependent of itself rendering the claim indefinite. 
Accordingly, claims 15-20 have not been further treated on the merits. 
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Claim 1 recites the limitation "the abudment" in line 10. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 11 recites the limitation "the abudment" in line 10. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 5 recites the limitation "the small disc" in line 2. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 5 recites the limitation "the large disc" in lines 3-4. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 21 recites the limitation "the second disc" in line 11. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 21 recites the limitation "the slot" in line 8. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

6. Claims 1-2, 5-8, 11-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Agostini (U.S. Pat. 4,674,079). 

Regarding claims 1 and 11, as far as it is understood, Agostini discloses a disc- 
positioning mechanism for a car-mounted disc player (figures 1-9), comprising: 



Application/Control Number: 10/619,977 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2627 

a drive chassis 14, 16, the drive chassis comprising a turntable 22 and a pickup; 
a clamper-supporting member 26; 

a clamper 58 rotatably supported on the clamper-supporting member, the clamper 
operable to clamp a disc between the clamper and the turntable; and 

at least one positioning member 32A abutting against the outer periphery of a disc 
inserted from a slot, the at least one positioning member comprising an abutment 24C operable 
to make contact with the periphery of the disc and a regulatory portion 24A that extends farther 
toward the slot that the abutment; wherein the at least one positioning member is supported on 
the drive chassis and the regulatory portion abuts against the clamper-supporting member. 

Regarding claims 2 and 12, it is inherent in the reference to Agostini that the regulatory 
portion is made from an elastic member (the regulatory portion has some elasticity) and the 
elastic member elastically abuts against the clamper-supporting member. 

Regarding claim 5, Agostini discloses that the positioning member is operable to be 
moved between a first position in which the small disc is positioned with respect to the 
turntable and a second position in which the large disc is positioned with respect to the 
turntable. 

Regarding claim 6, Agostini discloses that the regulatory portion slides while abutting 
against the clamper-supporting member when the positioning member moves. 

Regarding claim 7, Agostini discloses that the positioning member is turnably supported 
on the drive chassis and the regulatory portion extends outward from the clamper and abuts 
against the lower surface of the clamper-supporting member. 
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Regarding claim 8, Agostini discloses that the at least one positioning member 
comprises a pair of positioning members 32 A, 32B, the pair of positioning members operable 
to turn in synchronization with each other between the first and second positions. 
7. Claims 21-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ohsaki (U.S. 
Pat. 5,416,763). 

Regarding claim 21, as far as it is understood, Ohsaki discloses a disc-positioning 
mechanism of a car-mounted disc player (figures 1-6), comprising: 

a drive chassis 2, the drive chassis comprising a turntable and a pickup; 
a clamper-supporting member 2, 15; 

a clamper 32 rotatably supported on the clamper-supporting member and being able to 
clamp a disc between the clamper and the turntable; and 

a pair of positioning members 3, 4, 7, 8, operable to position a disc inserted through 
the slot of the disc player by abutting the outer periphery of the disc, 

wherein each of the positioning members is operable to move between a first position at 
which a first disc is positioned with respect to the turntable and a second position at which the 
second disc having a diameter greater than the first disc is positioned with respect to the 
turntable (see figures 1A-1D). 

Regarding claim 22, Ohsaki discloses that each of the positioning members comprises 
an abutment 8a and a regulatory portion 4 made from an elastic member and extending farther 
toward the slot than the abutment. 
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Regarding claims 23-24, Ohsaki discloses that the two positioning members are 
supported on the drive chassis and the regulatory portion elastically abuts the clamper- 
supporting member. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 9-10 and 13-14 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Angel A. Castro whose telephone number is 571-272-7584. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday, 8 AM to 6 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hoa T. Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-7579. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for 
unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about 
the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access 
to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 




Angel Castro, Ph.D. 



